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was an unwritten law that nothing good must be told of the
enemy.

It would be easy to multiply these instances of the combined
suppressio mri and suggestio falsi that characterized the war
propaganda of hate. It had two lamentably evil results:

(1)   On the plea of reprisals it led to not a few discreditable
acts of vengeance on the part even of men and officers of
the Allied armies, and

(2)  it maintained in the public at home a state of mind that
made any effort for peace appear to be a trafficking with
an evil power, with which there could be no relations but
those of vindictive punishment of crime, and this un-
doubtedly helped to prolong the war.

As to the former point, it must be clearly put on record that,
as a rule, the men who fought on the British front were not much
infected even by the lessons of hate supplied by the newspapers
that came to them from London. Even if they accepted the
general theory that the Germans were an inferior race addicted
to evil practices, they had no personal ill will against those
immediately opposed to them, and paid the soldier's tribute
of respect to brave enemies. We may take it that many of them
shared the view of the Scotch sergeant who said to John Buchan,
'No doubt the Germans are a black lot, but not the folk that are
up against us. They are very respectable men and grand fighters.3

We have mentioned the informal truces in the trench warfare.
The most remarkable of these was the Christmas truce of 1914
on the Flanders front which had long been the scene of fierce
fighting. On Christmas Eve at many places on this front all
firing ceased. Christmas candles glimmered along the German
trench line and British and Germans sang carols and songs and
exchanged friendly messages. Next day the truce continued.
In no-man's-land there were mixed gatherings of men in khaki
and in 'field grey8: drinks and smokes, exchange of souvenirs,
sing-songs, and at least one game of football. There was talk
of home, of better days to come. It was a most irregular pro-
ceeding, causing some serious anxiety to veteran staff officers.